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Children in Need 2011 – West Auckland Sponsored Walk 

 
A small group of local children took part in a sponsored 
walk around the village in aid of Children in Need. The 
girls all aged 5 and under, got a fantastic response to 
their efforts from local residents and businesses on the 
day. The walk finished at Monteith Close Community 
Rooms where the children enjoyed Pudsey Bear 
cupcakes and drinks. All the children received a 
Certificate for their hard work. Those who took part with 
their mums were : Amelia and Hollie Dickinson, Ruby 
and Evie Sheriden, Abby and Emma Hawman, Melissa 
Allen, Ruby Price, Lacey Brownson and Kenzie 
Collinson. 
 
They raised a massive £300.00 in Sponsorship. So well done girls and many thanks to  
Also a big thank-you from Michelle Fenwick, organisor, to the parents and Parish Council for 
helping and joining in on the day.   
 

 
 
 

 
    

 On Saturday 26th November, a little earlier than previous 
years, the Christmas Tree was delivered to the village 
green. Gray and Graham Vipond from Graham’ Logs and 
Timber, West Auckland Sawmills on the Aptec site very 
kindly transport and position the tree each year free of 
charge for which the Parish Council is very appreciative. 
Several Council members were about on that morning to 
help were possible, but more to stop the traffic as the lads 
reverse the huge truck off the green and on to their next 
job. 
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Winter Weather – Ice and 
Snow 
 
In an endeavour to help keep roads 
and paths opening West Auckland 
the Parish Council are purchasing 
12 salt/grit bins which will be placed 
around the village in strategic 
places which are considered to be 
more hazardous.  Durham County 
Council will be consulted on the 
most appropriate places to site 
them but your help would also be 
appreciated. 
 
Please help yourself to the salt/grit 
when weather conditions are poor 
and it is difficult walking and please 
try to help those who may require 
assistance; be a good neighbour to 
the elderly and infirm!! 
 
The salt bins will be sited on a trial 
basis and if successful more may be 
purchased next year. 
 

 New Local Police 
Number is 101 
101 is now the number to 
call when you 
want to contact your local 
police – when 
it’s less urgent than 999. 
When should I call 101? 
To report less urgent crime or disorder 
and for general police 
enquiries. For example; 
• if your car has been stolen; 
• if your property has been damaged; 
• when you suspect drug use or 
dealing; 
• to report a minor traffic collision; 
• to give the police information about 
crime in your area; or 
• if you’d like to speak to your local 
police officer. 

How does it work? 
You can call 101 to contact your local 
police force. The service is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. For more information 
visit www.police.uk/101 

What does it cost me to call? 
Calls from landlines and mobile 
networks cost 15 pence per call, 
no matter what time of day or how long 
you are on the phone. 

Can I call 101 if I’m deaf, hard 
of hearing, speech 
impaired, or if English is not my 
first language? 
 
Yes, If you are deaf, hard of hearing or 
speech impaired you can textphone 
18001 101. If you have difficulty 
speaking English, your local police can 
access interpreters who can translate 
your call. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns of 
suggestions about any issue within the 
village.  The Parish Council meet on the 
first Monday of the Month at 7pm at the 
Community Rooms at Monteith Close, and 
the meetings are open to the public. Come 
along. 

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers 
Jack Bell     834839 
Hazel Charlton (C)     832464 
Ed Farrer      832810 
Pauline Fenwick  602230 
John Ferguson      832019 
Colin Mairs (VC)    833616 
Valerie Raine   833534 
Lynn Rielly        833032 
Martin Roberts  833214 
Andy Turner   606021 
Keith Tweddle   832974 
Billy Robinson   833663 

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton,834360 can 
also be contacted on email: 
sharon.home@btopenworld.com 

mailto:sharon.home@btopenworld.com
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PARISH PLAN REVIEW 2012   
 
The West Auckland Parish Plan was first 
produced in 2006, one of the foundation 
documents produced by the newly formed 
Parish Council.  The Plan was widely 
regarded as one of the best produced 
village plans within the County. (Copies 
still available - see a parish councillor to 
obtain one).  In 2012 we shall be carrying 
out a review of the Plan to see what has 
been achieved in the past six years, and 
to consult widely within the village as to 
what are the current issues that are 
concerning local residents.  We shall 
draw up a new questionnaire that will be 
distributed to all houses in the village in a 
forthcoming edition of West Life.   We will 
also consult widely with local retail, 
commercial and industrial premises. 
Public meetings will be held. 
 

 
 
The Parish Council promoted and implemented, with its 

partners, the new War Memorial garden at the Pant. 
 
 
 
 
The Parish Council organised a community litter pick  

in the village in 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

From those discussions we shall draft a 
new Parish Plan in 2012.  As previously, 
we shall work closely with the local 
authority, now Durham County Council, to 
ensure that the community’s wishes here 
in West Auckland, accord with the wider 
aspirations of County Durham.  Under 
new legislation, our locally produced 2012 
Parish Plan will gain even greater 
importance in future planning decisions in 
the village. 
 
Back in 2006 we highlighted the following 
issues – set out below.  Do you think they 
are still relevant?   Some obvious issues 
back then, like the need for a bypass, 
have been achieved.   But what are the 
current issues that concern you about life 
in the village?  Does the village need new 
housing? What areas of the village look 
run down and in need of improvement? 
Do you feel safe living in West, and if not, 
why? Please let us know so we can be 
sure to include these issues in the new 
questionnaire.   
This is your Plan and 2012 is the year 
you can contribute, and ensure it 
reflects your thoughts. Please pass on 
your comments to a parish councillor, 
send them to Sharon Wootton, our parish 
clerk, or via email to Martin Roberts at 
martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

 Need for more jobs in and around the village. 

 Encourage the development of new businesses and 

industries. 

 Improve appearance of village to attract inward 

investment. 

 Encourage development of tourism. 

 Create more activities for tourists. 

 Promote West Auckland as a ‘Gateway to the 

Dales’. 

 Boost local economy by increasing services for 

passing trade. 

 

TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS  

 Bypass construction, monitoring and extension 

(urgent) 

 Vehicle speeding on all roads (urgent) 

 Pedestrian safety crossing all roads 

 Traffic calming measures 

 Illegal car parking on pavements and village green 

(urgent) 

 Improved car parking in the centre of the village 

 Improvements to mini-roundabouts 

 Noise and air pollution 

 Maintenance of regular bus services 

mailto:martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk
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SERVICES  

 Refuse collection changes 

 Council house repairs 

 Maintenance of open space, roads and footpaths 

 Threat of closure of St Helens Surgery and chemist 

 Protect existing shopping, new shops 

 Farmers market, local produce in shops 

 Disability issues in the village 

 TV/radio reception 

 New sheltered accommodation and clinic 
facilities 

 

 
 

New trees have been established on the village green, and 

more trees are planned for 2012. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 Maintain the rural village character  

 Heritage 

 Maintain and conserve good  

 Improve the environment of West Auckland and in 

particular the appearance of specific areas. 

 The provision of community and recreational space. 

 Footpaths and roads village and countryside 

 New development 

 Tidy village 

 

EDUCATION, LEISURE AND RECREATION 

 Support to existing facilities 

 Extended use of existing facilities 

 Setting up of clubs and activities e.g., after school 

clubs and holiday play schemes. 

 The provision of adult evening classes. 

 The provision of Internet facilities. 

 Awareness raising of the County Council library 

facility. 

 Provision of sports facilities in the village 

 

COMMUNITY 

 Young people in the community 

 Village information  

 Local churches and schools 

 Christmas 

 Community events. 

 Village green

NEW LIME TREES PLANNED FOR EAST GREEN 

 
The Parish Council would like to extend the tree planting successfully carried out on the main 
green, down into East Green.  Six semi-mature limes are proposed (as on the main green) at the 
locations shown on this plan.  They will be well away from services and houses, but will, we hope, 
improve the look of the green.  What do you think?  We are particularly keen to hear from East 
Green residents. Please pass on your comments to a parish councillor, send them to Sharon 
Wootton, our parish clerk, or via email to Martin Roberts at martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk 

Where would you like to see new trees planted in the village? 
The Parish Council would like to continue planting trees regularly and welcomes ideas for possible 

sites.  Contacts as above. 

mailto:martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk

