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Martin Roberts, who has edited this newsletter since it began in 2004 has decided to take a break from the job for personal reasons.  
Sharon Hall our Clerk has kindly agreed to step into the breach to continue producing West Life with support and assistance from other 
Parish Council members until a replacement volunteer comes forward.  Special thanks go to Martin for initiating and developing the 
newsletters to-date. 
 
Sharon welcomes any ideas you may have to develop the newsletter and make sure it stays interesting.  Please pass any contribution 
to the people listed below or direct to Sharon Hall at sharon.home@btopenworld.com. 
  

 

Cllr Debbie Ingyon retired from the Parish Council due to increased family commitments.  The Parish Council wish to thank Debbie for 
her contribution and welcome their most recent volunteer co-opted member, Cllr Valerie Raine.  Cllr Raine as lived in the village for a 
number of years and is keen to become involved with improvement projects  
 
 
PC photos here 
 
Parish Councillor Contact Numbers 
Jack Bell    834839 
Hazel Charlton (C)    832464 
Ed Farrer     832810 
Pauline Fenwick  602230           
John Ferguson      832019 
Debbie Ingyon  834825 
Colin Mairs (VC)    833616        
Lynn Rielly       833032       
Martin Roberts  833214 
Andy Turner  606021 
Keith Tweddle  832974 
Billy Robinson   833663 
The Parish Clerk is Sharon Hall  834360. Sharon can also be contacted on email:  sharon.home@btopenworld.com  
 

 

mailto:sharon.home@btopenworld.com
mailto:sharon.home@btopenworld.com
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Parish Council business has covered a wide range of 
issues in recent months, from the large scale to the 
small scale.   
 

 
 The Pant received a much needed face lift and was 
officially dedicated as a War Memorial in November 
2009.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pant photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents from neighbouring Bolam spoke to us about 
the proposals for a wind farm just north of their village 
that will impact on the countryside, south of West 
Auckland.  
 
There has been discussion on the much improved, 
parish council play equipment on the recreation ground..  
Work around the village green on property repairs and 
restoration work proceeds, funded through the joint 
Durham County Council/English Heritage partnership 
scheme.  The County Council floorscaping work is 
finished and East Green Car Park has had a complete 
make-over.  The central Old Hall Car Park remains to be 
tackled, the unadopted road along the north of the green 
remains a problem and there is the promise of a World 
Cup Sculpture arriving sometime in the future. 
 
There had rarely been a time when the centre of the 
village has had more investment and improvement.  In 
all these activities the Parish Council has played an 
active role, lobbying for improvements, lobbying people, 
lobbying for funds, contributing in both cash and kind to 
assist with the partnership scheme and implementing its 
own smaller scale projects. 
 
But, the Council is well aware that the village is much 
more than its green and there are serious environmental 
problems in other parts of the village. Over the coming 
months there will be initiatives to register unadopted 
footpaths and rights of way, to tackle public open space 
being misused for vehicle parking and industrial bonfires 
and to seek improvements to derelict buildings and land 
awaiting renovation and redevelopment.  See local press 
for details. 

Meanwhile, here in this West Life we have the usual 
mixed bag of news and events, with some comings and 
some goings and starting with a heartfelt plea to help 
with next year‟s Carnival.   
 
West Auckland Carnival 2009 – great! 
But will you be there one in 2010? 
 
John Raw, on behalf of the 2009 Carnival Committee, 
writes... 
“We do hope you enjoyed this year‟s West Auckland 
Carnival? After several unsuccessful attempts we just 
about got the weather right.    Was it the best ever?  Or 
were there changes that could have made it better?  
Whatever opinions there are, everyone agrees that it is 
the one day in the year when the village community 
comes together. How good is that? 
 
Despite this success, we did feel „carnival-ed out‟ as we 
met up in The Village Centre over a cuppa, after the last 
stall and last apple core had been disposed of.” 
 
Consequently, the small group that has arranged the 
last five - 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008 and 2009 - have 
agreed that this year’s Carnival will have to be our 
last. So we are announcing our retirement.  
 
Here is a great opportunity for you in the village to come 
forward with new ideas to sustain the Carnival into the 
future.  There are funds left over from this year‟s 
Carnival to help support future events. We would be 
pleased to hear from you if you would like to take on the 
running of future Carnivals. Please volunteer to help! 
 
Volunteers will be given guidance from all of the old 
Carnival team.   Anyone interested please contact Martin 
Roberts at Old Fleece House, 20B Front Street, WA, 
01388-833214  martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 
 
 
 
 

A traffic control “lolly-pop lady” has finally been 
appointed to ensure the safety of our children crossing 
for the entrance to school on Copeland Road. A further 
vacancy is still waiting to be filled on Staindrop 
Road and anyone interested in this rewarding role 

should contact the Denise Mewes, Road Safety 
Department at Durham County Council on  0191 383 
6553 and quote job ref. no. W25.  

mailto:martin@fleece.wanadoo.co.uk
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PARISH CHURCH of WEST AUCKLAND - 
AUCKLAND ST HELEN - Church of England 
www.sthelenschurch.co.uk 
 
Sunday 20th December (Advent 4)  

10.00 am The Parish Mass  
4.00 pm Children‟s Christingle Service 
 
Tuesday 22nd December 

7.00 pm The Parish Carol Service 
with Ferryhill Town Brass Band 
 
Christmas Eve 

4.00 pm Children‟s Crib Service 
11.30 pm Midnight Mass by Candlelight 

 
Christmas Day 

8.30 am Mass of the Dawn (said) 
9.30 am Family Mass of Christmas Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AVAILABLE TO HIRE 

 
The Memorial Hall was built in 1924, in memory of those 
who died in World War 1 and was partly funded by the 
„mile of pennies‟ donated by the residents of West 
Auckland.  Thanks to donations, and grants from Wear 
Valley District Council, the Hall has recently gone 
through major renovation and refurbishment.     
Transformation of a piece of derelict land behind the 
Hall, has resulted in a new state-of-the-art Kitchen, and 
a secure paved seating area, ideal for BBQ‟s or any 
other alfresco activities, during the summer months.     
 
All of these facilities are available to hire.  The premises, 
situated on the A68, have good parking facilities 
including disabled access, and at present are used for a 
number of activities during the week. There is a Main 
Hall (with a stage) that will seat over 150 people for 
meals, concerts, fashion shows, children's parties or 
other community activities and celebrations. The Hall 
does have disabled toilet facilities along with a large 
function room adjacent to the kitchen, plus a coffee 
room.    We can also accommodate a bouncy castle 
inside the Hall, so those winter children‟s parties can be 
as much fun inside as outside.  
 
The Memorial Hall is the ideal venue for today‟s 
“CREDIT CRUNCH” parties, as you can decide on you 
budget, bring your own food (and drink) and still 
celebrate in style.    Should anyone be interested in 
further information regarding activities or hiring the 
facilities, please ring Jack on 01388 834839.       
 

 

 
meets every Sunday at 10 am 

in the Memorial Hall, Darlington Road, West Auckland 
We would love to see you 

To find out more call and see us or 
visit our website  

www.westaucklandcc.net 

http://www.westaucklandcc.net/
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More than 90 Durham walks to download and print 

FREE!  

There‟s no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It‟s 
good for your heart, it‟s good for your lungs, it‟s good for 
the muscle and bone growth of your children and it‟s 
good for your feeling of wellbeing! Strong scientific 
evidence now supports the many benefits to health of 
regular walking – it is recommended that we take at 
least 10,000 steps a day.  

Studies show that walking can: 

*   Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke 

*   Lower blood pressure  

*   Reduce high cholesterol  

*   Reduce body fat  

*   Enhance mental well being  

Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active 
habit. If parents express excitement about the prospect 
of a walk in the countryside, they are more likely to 
transmit this feeling to their children. It‟s important to 
treat the walk as an exploration or adventure and to go 
at the child‟s pace, no matter how often they want to 
stop and look at things; take treats to eat and plenty to 
drink; and head for some landmark that will appeal to 
them such as a castle, a playground, an ice cream van 
or a boating pond. If children experience walking as part 
of a fun activity they are more likely to want to go again. 

So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a 
keen walker, got fed up with the lack of information on 
walks in the County. So, he decided that if he couldn‟t 
find what he was looking for – he had better create it! So 
www.walkingindurham.co.uk came into being.  

www.walkingindurham.co.uk gives you all the 
information you need for the best walking in the County:  

Details of more than 90 walks to download and print 
free, details of all the Durham walking groups, maps and 
walk books – plus loads more information.  

So check out the website and get walking! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

An apology 

 
Work on constructing a stone planting trough on the village 
green near the Crusty Loaf has not gone according to plan, 
and the Parish Council will be replacing the planter over the 

next few months.    

 

 

 
 

MOBILE  

LIBRARY 
 

The village is fortunate to be visited every Thursday by 

Durham County Council‟s mobile library.  Keeping such a 
valuable service depends on us using it.  For those that have 
never visited it, the times are listed below.  For those who are 

regulars, this will just be a reminder. 
 

     Sycamore Grove 11.40am – 12.40pm 
     Eden Grove    1.10pm – 1.25pm 

                   The Green    1.30pm – 2.30pm 
                   Windermere Drive   2.35pm – 3.35pm 

 

 

      West Auckland Post Office 

 

 

 

Post Offices...more than just stamps! 
 

SENDING FLOWERS 

At the West Auckland Post Office you can send flowers 

for any occasion. Just pop in and discover great 

bouquets at very reasonable prices. 

 

DRY CLEANING 

Does that garment, curtains or other items need a good 

spring clean? 

We are a pick up and drop off point for ENHANCE DRY 

CLEANING. All items are HAND FINISHED. Drop off any 

time for pick up on a Tuesday (9.30 a.m.) and the items 

will be returned the following Tuesday. 

 

BOOK SHOP 

Who doesn’t enjoy a good read? We have a new and 

used book section. Come in now and pick up some great 

reading! 

 

…And don’t forget we sell a range of stationery and 

packaging materials, greeting cards, DVDs and you can 

even get local hand made fudge!  

 
......and finally, we can arrange to tax or insure your car, 

provide insurance for you or your home, Travel Insurance, 

Euros on demand, provide ways to invest your money, 

offer an alternative Telephone Service and what else?….. 

 

Oh yes! We can also post your letters and parcels, 

offering different services from Royal Mail and 

Parcelforce! 

 

48 East Green, West Auckland DL14 9HJ 

01388-832201 

http://www.walkingindurham.co.uk/
http://www.walkingindurham.co.uk/
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