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Couple Celebrate Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary

The first annual West Fest was held in the village on 25th June 
to great success. Greg Robinson, Chairman of West Auckland 
Community Partnership which staged the event said “It was 
great to see the village come out and support the day. We 
were overwhelmed by the fantastic feedback and have already 
received many enquiries as to how people can get involved with 
next year’s event which is brilliant”. The day saw a vintage funfair 
and market erected on the village green alongside live graffiti 
art, games, pony rides, dog show and a jazz band performance. 
At 1pm the walking parade was lead through the village by the 
Runaway Samba band, which along with cheering from the crowd-
lined route created an amazing atmosphere. As the attractions on 
the village green came to a close the action at West Auckland 
Football Club was just getting started with a Frozen style sing 
along and a full line up of live music across two stages. Headline 
act, Coco and the Butterfields saw the day come to an end with a 
bang – quite literally, with a surprise firework display! 
Greg added “As a purely voluntary, non-profit making 
organisation we must say a huge thank you to everyone who 
helped in the organisation, on the day and with donations. The 

first year is always the hardest to get things off the ground but I think we have created a 
wonderful event that we can build on year after year with the hope of bringing a range of 
events to the village throughout the year.” If you would like to get involved please contact 
Greg Robinson at westaucklandcommunitypartners@gmail.com.

Cllr. John Ferguson
We were very saddened at the 
unexpected death of Councillor 
John Ferguson on April 28th 2015. 
Formerly a District Councillor for 
Wear Valley, John was the instigator, 
founder and first chairman of West 
Auckland Parish Council. As both 
District and Parish Councillor, 
John worked tirelessly on behalf 
of the residents in the village to 
improve the area. He would never 
say no to any help requested and 
brought a wealth of expertise to 
the Parish Council where he was 
a friend and colleague to those 
who had little or no experience 
of council procedures when the 
Parish Council began in 2004. 
John touched many lives and will 
be sadly missed by many friends, 
acquaintances and colleagues. 
Our sympathy goes to Pauline at 
the unexpected loss of a devoted 
husband.

Cllr. Hazel Charlton

Christine Bayles
A few words about an exceptionally 
nice lady who has recently passed 
away. Christine was a very good 
friend to many and was always 
there to lend a hand - making 
rosettes when West went to 
Wembley, making fantastic cakes 
for my Marie Curie events and 
helping out at the Thursday bingo, 
providing those lovely ginger 
buns, cakes and especially her 
Pavlovas. She would always put 
others first and, having done her 
hair for years, we were often in 
stitches at her sense of humour 
and one-liners. She will be missed.

Cllr. Lynn Rielly

In RemembranceWest Fest Success!

On behalf of the residents of West Auckland, 
the Parish Council congratulate Ronnie & Joan 
Howard on reaching their Diamond (60th) 
Wedding Anniversary.  Joan was the ‘lollipop 
lady’ at Copeland Road School for almost 40 
years and Ronnie was caretaker for almost 10 
years.  We wish you both every happiness.

MacMillan Coffee 
Morning

Friday 25th September

Coffee morning at the Well with cake, card and other stalls – All proceeds to MacMillan Nurses

Toast of th
e 

Town

From Tuesday 8th September 

between 9 and 10 am 

Free toast and jam 

with every hot drink

(especially for parents after dropping off their 

children at school but everyone welcome)

September Specials at the Well
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St. Helens and West Auckland TLP

Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Hazel Charlton (C)       832464
Ed Farrer          832810
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
Greg Robinson            07515269794
George Smith        388381
Neil Thomas        832267

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

In addition to these, weddings, funeral wakes, even paranormal investigations have been held 
at the hall. An annual Autumn Fayre  is held in October and December sees a Christmas Party 
for all members of the Association. The Hall is owned by the village and is there for the benefit 
of the village for whoever wishes to use its facilities. To find out more, call in the Memorial 
Hall whenever you see the door open, or contact Dave on 01388 606499 / 07851 283896 
or at DaveWilliamson76@sky.com (see www.thevillagehalls.co.uk/west-auckland-memorial-
community-centre.asp for further information).

Together...we can make a difference.  If 
you are keen walker and would like help 
form a group to see access improved 
and litter removed from some of the 
many lovely walks surrounding this 
village, please contact Sharon, Parish 
Council Clerk on 01388 834360.

We regret to announce that due to 
ill health Councillor Jack Bell has 
resigned from West Auckland Parish 
Council. Jack has been a councillor 
since the council began and has been 
a faithful attendee at meetings. He has 
also, for many years been caretaker 
at the Memorial Hall and has served 
the village to the best of his ability. 
We thank Jack for his services to our 
community and wish him a happy 
retirement with his wife Pauline.

Councillor RetiresMemorial Hall
The Memorial Hall was built over 90 years ago for the benefit of the village, and it continues to 
be used on a regular daily basis, and attracts users from further away than just West Auckland. 
Run by volunteers, there are many different activities to suit all age groups.

New Councillor Elected
Cllr. Greg Robinson was elected onto 
the parish council in July. As a young 
family man he hopes to bring more 
family events to the village and build 
community spirit whilst tackling the 
issues that really matter to the village. 
He invites residents to contact him 
with any issues, worries or ideas to 
improve the community by e-mailing 
gregwilliamrobinson@gmail.com.

Local Walks

Monday - New Age Kurling in the morning, 
Zumba early evening and Carpet Bowls at night.
Tuesday - New Age Kurling for 
disadvantaged adults in the morning, with 
Weight Watchers and Hip Hop & Street 
Dancing (ages 5-10+)early evening. 
Wednesday - After School Jujitsu & Self 
Defence Class early evening, followed by 
Zumba in the evening. 
Thursday - Early afternoon Zumba, 
followed by an evening of Carpet Bowls.
Friday - Early evening Zumba (Piloxing - a 
fusion of Pilates Boxing and Dance)

Saturday - Slimming World in the morning 
with the afternoons usually dedicated for 
birthday parties. The Main Hall is a particular 
favourite for children, as a bouncy castle can 
be erected within the Hall.
Saturday nights have been used for Line 
Dance events, wedding receptions, ceilidhs, 
even plays!!
Sunday - The West Auckland Vineyard 
Church currently use the premises, but are 
soon to move to a custom built place on Aptec 
Business Park.     At night, there’s a Line 
Dance evening run by and for friends who all 
want to learn to line dance.

As you are probably aware, there is an issue in the Oakley Green area with fly tipping and fires 
being lit. There is a multi-agency approach currently underway to tackle these issues. Although 
there is no ‘quick fix’ solution to this, a number of actions have already taken place. These include:
• Operation ‘Stop It’, which is a joint Durham County Council, Durham Police, Environment 
Agency and Crimestoppers initiative to combat fly tipping, has attended the area and has 
reported one vehicle for not having a waste carriers licence. A number of other waste carrier 
vehicles have also been stopped and checked.
• Neighbourhood Wardens, Fire Officers and Police have attended the local PACT meeting 
to warn of the dangers the fly tipping and fires cause. Also to warn of the potential penalties 
for committing such an offence.
• Several fire home safety checks have been carried out in this area.
• Several boulders have been placed at access points to the green to stop vehicles being 
able to gain access to tip in the area.
• A leaflet drop has been carried out which contains the confidential reporting hotline number 
to report any persons suspected of either fly tipping or lighting fires.
• A number of ‘persons of interest’ have been identified and spoken to by Police.
• Police and Neighbourhood Wardens have increased their presence in the area via regular patrols.
• The area is being investigated for possible CCTV placement.
• PCSO’s and Fire Officers have visited several youth groups in the area to discuss the issue.
Fly tippers often use their proceeds to commit other crimes such as buying drugs or financing 
larger criminal activities, which could impact on your community and even affect your families.
If you suspect you know of any persons engaging in this activity you can report it, in 
confidence to Durham County Council on 03000 261000 or alternatively, you can report this 
anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. If you would like to report online you can 
do so on www.durham.gov.uk/flytipping
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