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As Chairperson of the Parish Council I was invited to attend the Queen’s Garden Party at the 
beginning of June and it was a complete but pleasant surprise. I stayed at a Travelodge near 
Covent Garden, arriving on the Monday and going to Buckingham Palace on the Tuesday.
The Queen was wearing a yellow outfit and the Duke of Edinburgh was wearing a lounge suit. 
They both looked very well to be so young!!!
Unfortunately the rain came down in torrents for a while just as the Queen appeared, so everyone 
ended up rather wet. Despite the poor weather it was a wonderful ‘once in a lifetime’ experience 
and the small pastries provided and the iced coffee were delicious.
I was one of 8000 guests and will never forget that day.

Parish Council Chairperson attends 
the Queen’s Garden Party

The Wear Rivers Trust are preparing a Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) bid for a major project along the length of the River 
Gaunless.  The scheme will bring significant community 
benefits for West Auckland and the parish council has offered 
its enthusiastic support.  
The Wear Rivers Trust exists to conserve, protect, rehabilitate 
and improve the landscape and watercourses of the 
whole River Wear catchment, from the watershed to the 
coast. It achieves this through involving individuals, local 
communities, government agencies and public bodies with 
improvement works, monitoring, and increasing awareness 
and understanding of the river and its wildlife.  It is particularly 

keen to promote the river as a recreational feature for the enjoyment of all.  For more on the Trust see their website or The “River 
Gaunless for People and Wildlife” project aims to re-connect local people with its river, with an initial three-year stage, probably running 
from Autumn 2015, part of a longer-term aspiration to restore the Gaunless river system to the best possible ecological condition. (For 
mores details see their website).
So, all in all, the Trust’s Gaunless Project is a ‘good thing’. A very good one actually, but one that needs local community support.  HLF 
bids get nowhere if one organisation proposes a high price scheme without good local contact and good support.  Successful schemes 
need to keep their feet firmly on the ground. So support from all the communities along the Gaunless is vital to the Trust’s bid.  Which 
is where West comes in.
West Auckland’s history is very much about its position on the Gaunless, its historic plan is also dictated by the smaller Oakley Beck, 
which forms its southern boundary.  The opportunity to work with the Wear Rivers Trust on developing these river environments for 
the benefits of both wildlife and our local community is an exciting one.  Three local schools close by could benefit greatly and we are 
already working with the Trust to identify land to the east of the village that might become a specific village wildlife project as part of 
the Trust’s overall scheme. 
But the Trust needs our help now!  Do you know the wetlands east of the village and south of St Helens?  Do you walk along the old 
railway line to Broom Mill Farm?  More particularly are you a bird watcher/ birder?  If so could you help produce a bird list of what can 
be seen in the area?  (For the rest of us, non-experts, the wonderful sight of herons in the area is the obvious attraction.)   If so please 
contact one of your parish councillors or email our clerk Sharon Wootton or contact the Trust’s Director, Peter Nailon at peter.nailon@
wear-rivers-trust.org.uk

The Gaunless wetland landscape, east of the village. 

Gaunless project planned 
...and your help needed...now

Summer 2014 West Life.indd   1 28/07/2014   13:48:56



Robbery Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Jack Bell          834839
Hazel Charlton (C)       832464 
Ed Farrer          832810 
John Ferguson         832019
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
George Smith        388381
Neil Thomas        832267

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

Non-Alcoholic PimmsFriends of Stockton and Darlington Railway
We are blessed in West!  Not enough that we get into the history books because of the 
first World Cup and (unfortunately) Mary Ann Cotton, we also have two rivers (OK, one’s 
a stream) and a hugely important railway line in the village. Now another ‘good thing’, the 
Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway, are working hard towards their vision of creating 
a long distance footpath along the old railway line from Phoenix Row through West Auckland, 
Shildon and on to Darlington and Stockton on Tees. They need our support.
The 1825 Stockton and Darlington Railway was the first steam powered passenger railway 
in the world! And it’s here...on our doorstep. The benefits that such a footpath would bring, 
beyond actually protecting this important heritage, could be substantial to local tourism, 
economic regeneration and the creation of jobs along the route.  
The Gaunless and railway line meet at what was the first iron railway bridge in the world, now at 
York’s National Railway Museum.   That’s right...the world!  But the stone abutments remain, 
neglected and vandalised.  They should be better maintained, displayed and interpreted.  We 
should be proud of them.  The Parish Council has already begun discussions with Durham 
County Council and English Heritage to improve them and the Wear Rivers Trust and Friends 

are already discussing 
their overlapping visions 
for improving the whole 
length of river and 
railway....for us and future 
generations. All power to 
their elbows.
If you want to know 
more about the Friends 
contact their secretary, 
Alan MacNab at alan.
m a c n a b @ n t l w o r l d .
com   If you want to join 
the Friends and be the 
village contact, please let 
a parish councillor know.

For a  very refreshing tipple on those 
hot days, mix 2 pints of lemonade with 3 
dessert spoons of Balsamic vinegar, cut 
up fresh strawberries and/or any other 
fruit. Place fruit, freshly chopped garden 
mint and loads of ice in jug - easy!

‘Marie Curie Blooming Great Tea Party’ is being held at 
Auckland Castle on Sunday, 24th August 2014 between 
11.00 am - 4.00 pm.  Please come along and support 
this very worthy cause.  There will be stalls, homemade 
cakes, tea/coffee and for an additional fee a chance to 
look around the Castle.  Admission inc tea and cake is 
£3 adults and £1 for children.

Date for the Diary

I’ve just found out the hard way not to leave your doors open, even in nice weather.  Thieves 
can enter your home without you knowing and take your things and your peace of mind.  I 
was in my home when an intruder went upstairs and rifled through my drawers.  Luckily we 
caught him and managed to detain him until the police arrived and arrested him.  The police 
were lovely but things will never be the same for me.  I’ve been a nervous wreck since this 
happened.  So please be careful and keep your doors locked.  Listen to one who regrettably 
knows.  Cllr V Raine

The Gaunless crossing. The bridge structure is now at York, 
but a similar, if later, bridge is still in place near Escomb. 

WANTED
Volunteers for proposed 

West Auckland Family Fun Day
Summer 2015

If you would like to be involved 
in any aspect of the event, please 

contact Greg on 07515269794 or email 
westaucklandfamilyfunday@gmail.com
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