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Village 
monument

If your family are looking for good wholesome fun you need look no further 
than our local scout group. With over 80 members, St. Helen 1st Scout Group 
is thriving! Beavers (ages 6-8), Cubs (ages 8-10½) and Scouts (ages 10½-
14) meet weekly at St Helen Auckland Parish Centre to enjoy a wide range 
of activities and regularly attend weekend camps to develop true scouting 
skills. Last summer’s Scout and Cub camp was in Oxford where the group 
kayaked along the rivers surrounding Oxford, cycled through the countryside 
went to Lego land and Thorpe Park and had a wonderful day in the Capital, 
going on the London Eye and a trip down the Thames before finishing for 
tea at the Hard Rock Café. Not to be outdone the Beavers had their Summer 
Sleepover under canvas at South Shields. To get involved in Scouting and 
join the adventure please contact John Bake on 01388 832312, they would also be interested to hear from any adult’s 
in the area, (potentially ex members of the group) who would be interested in volunteering and helping out at the group. Beaver groups 
are held Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6-7.15pm, Cubs meet on Fridays at 6-7.30pm, with the Scout group following at 7.30-9pm.

Join the adventure!

Proposed Post Office relocation

A monument 
commemorating West 
Auckland’s marvellous 1909 
and 1911 achievements in 
consecutively winning the 
Sir Thomas Lipton Cup has 
been erected on the village 
green. County Councillor 
Rob Yorke successfully 
applied for a share of a £4.5 
million national arts grant to 
create an expression of local 
interest. 9 national artists 
were briefed on the history of 
the village and a final design 
was chosen based on the 

The Post Office is proposing to move West Auckland 
Post Office from its current location to create a 
modern open-plan ‘local’ branch with extended 
opening hours for customers. The proposed new 
location for the branch is Martin McColls, 100 
metres from its current branch on East Green. 
Opening hours at the proposed new location would 
be 06:00 – 22:00 Monday to Saturday and 07.00-
22.00 on Sunday, offering customers more than 
an extra 65 hours to access Post Office products 
and services. The new West Auckland Post Office 
would have three serving positions, which will be a 
mixture of two screened and a Post Office serving 
point provided for use at the retail counter and 
available during shop opening hours when the main 
counters are closed. Post Office Regional Network 
Manager for Scotland and North of England, Sue 
Richardson, said: “We understand how important 
having a Post Office is to residents in West Auckland 
and we are confident that this new modern branch 
will meet the needs of the local community and 
secure services for the future.” The Post Office is 
inviting customers and interested parties to give 
their comments on the move in a six week public 
consultation. The consultation will close on 19 
June 2013. Submissions can be made during the 
consultation by Freepost YOUR COMMENTS 
to Post Office Ltd, via email to comments@
postoffice.co.uk, via the Customer Helpline: 
08457 22 33 44 or Textphone 08457 22 33 55.

views of the community and ‘Friends of West Auckland,’ a group comprising of 
residents, Parish Councillors, Groundwork, DCC Officers and County Councillors. The 
winning design by internationally recognised artist Nigel Boonham, depicts village’s 
proud mining history and the achievements of the football team that brought the ‘first 
world cup’ home to West Auckland. It was felt the classic design would be in keeping 
with the protected village green and be a timeless piece of art that the village would 
still be proud of in 100 years time. The bronze statue sits on a plinth of locally quarried 
sandstone. “It was important for us to use local materials and employ as many local 
trades people as possible” said Cllr. Yorke. Boonham has been commissioned by 
many governments. His works include the bronze statue of Cardinal Basil Hume in 
Newcastle and national monuments in London. He has also worked in the Vatican 
city. Surrounding footpaths and lighting are due for completion by early July before a 
grand unveiling planned for later in the summer.



Rhythm & Rhyme

Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Jack Bell          834839
Hazel Charlton (C)       832464 
Ed Farrer          832810 
John Ferguson         832019
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663

Vacancies – please apply if interested

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

Over the past year, the Parish Councillors and the Clerk have continued to work diligently 
on behalf of the residents of the village and Hazel Charlton (Chair) would like to thank them 
for being a great independent team. She would also like to record the great sadness of the 
Parish Council at the sudden death of Councillor Pauline Fenwick at the end of last year. 
Pauline was a very helpful and dedicated member of the Parish Council, always willing to 
go the extra mile on behalf of others.  As a memorial to Pauline, the Parish Council have 
placed  a seat at the top end of the village which it is hoped will be used by many villagers 
both now and in the future.  
The following issues have been completed by the Parish Counil in the last year:
•  Salt/grit bins were purchased and placed at strategic points in the village and were filled 
   twice during the winter months
•  Trees have been planted to landscape East Green
•  The Post Office car park has been landscaped and the railings repainted
•  The gates and railings at the cemetery have been repaired and painted, the entrance     
   wall has been repaired and repointed
•  Book shelves  have been bought and fitted into one of the rooms in Monteith Close to 
   enable a book swap since the DCC terminated the mobile library
•  Flowers were given to Mrs Longstaff- Bailes who celebrated her 100th birthday and Mr 
   and Mrs Franks who celebrated 65 years of marriage
•  Christmas hampers were given to Roselyn House and Devonshire House to distribute 
   among the residents
•  £8000 was donated to the new football monument 
•  Small financial donations were given to – The toddler music group and Oakley Green 
   children’s summer event,  Christmas party at the Workingmen’s Club,  Jujitsu club,   the 
    Thursday afternoon group and vouchers as raffle prizes for fund raising events for Janice
•  The north side of the allotment fencing has been renewed
•  New lights have been purchased for the village Christmas tree
•  Speed request signs have been erected in and attempt to slow down traffic coming into 
   the village
•  A small PA system and generator for outdoor events have been purchased
•  A dog chipping session was held and ‘poop scoop’ bags were purchased  and distributed
•  Westlife  magazine has been produced and distributed quarterly –many thanks to the 
   ‘deliverer’ who helps in this way.                                              
The annual Service of Remembrance was well attended and I thank all those who took 
part and attended, including  the Manor House Hotel who provided refreshments.  The 
Parish Council have agreed to become custodian trustees of the Memorial Hall.  On behalf 
of all the Councillors I would like to thank the residents of West Auckland for their support 
in keeping the village a clean and attractive place in which to live.

Another successful year for the Parish Council!

Rhythm and Rhyme Toddler Group is held at the 
Monteith Parish Room every Tuesday 9.30 – 11.30am 
during term time for pre-school age children. As a 
structured group, children learn to concentrate and 
listen whilst social skills are developed through 
singing and dancing.  If you would like to join in the 
fun with your little one please come along! £1.50 
per family with healthy snack and drinks included. 

In addition to running the music group Sonia Robinson and Angela Jones also arrange day 
trips for the children throughout the year. Last year the Parish Council kindly donated £200 
to help fund an outing to Saltburn on the train, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Cllr Christine Wilson and myself would 
like to thank all the candidates in the 
recent West Auckland County Council 
Elections. We’d also like to thank all 
those who went out and voted. We 
would like to especially thank all those 
who voted for myself and Christine and 
we very much look forward to working 
in the West Auckland Electoral Division 
over the next four years. I am now 
cabinet support to the Partnerships, 
Neighbourhoods and Environment 
Portfolio whilst Christine is on the 
Planning Committee as well as overview 
and scrutiny. There are many challenges 
and opportunities ahead and we would 
encourage anyone who has any issues 
to contact either of us. We intend to hold 
regular surgeries within the area.
The 10 Parish Councillors in West 
Auckland were re-elected in the recent 
elections with 2 vacancies remaining.

Book Swap : 2-4pm Wednesdays, Monteith Parish Room

A note from Cllr. Yorke

Bingo
Thursdays 2-4pm

Monteith Parish Rooms
All are welcome and all 

proceeds are put back into 
the group. Free transport is 
available if needed, contact 
John or Pauline Ferguson on 

832019 to arrange.


