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A Neighbourhood Plan will be part of the statutory development plan for the area, if 
successful at referendum. This statutory status gives Neighbourhood Plans far more 
weight than some other local documents, such as Parish Plans, Community Plans and 
Village Design Statements.
Neighbourhood Plans can be a powerful tool in shaping the development of a 
neighbourhood. The time frame for the Neighbourhood Plan will be for communities to 
decide; it could take up to 2 years to produce and have a life span of 5,10,15 or 20 years.   
That all depends on what is identified in the Plan and how much active involvement is 
volunteered to achieve it.
A robust programme of community engagement and proportionate evidence base should 
help make sure that the Plan is based on a proper understanding of the local area and of 
the views, aspirations, wants and needs of local people.  Producing a clear project plan 
with key milestones will be very helpful in guiding the plan-making process.
To produce a Neighbourhood Plan we need to have your agreement via a Referendum.  We 
also need a vision of what we want for our village and an Action Plan to achieve that vision.

The idea behind localism is that 
decision making is passed to local 
communities from national, regional 
then local level governments.

A Neighbourhood Plan is a 
community–led framework for 
guiding future development, 
regeneration and conservation of an 
area. A Neighbourhood Plan is about 
the use and development of land and 
may contain a vision, aims, planning, 
policies, proposals for improving the 
area or providing new facilities, or 
allocation of key sites for specific 
kinds of development.   It may deal 
with a wide range of social, economic 
and environmental issues [such 
as housing, employment, heritage 
and transport] or it may focus on 
one or two issues only. These may 
be issues that are relevant to the 
whole neighbourhood or just part of 
the neighbourhood. This is for those 
producing the plan to decide.

Your Village/Your Plan/Your Future

We need your views on West Auckland!
A Public Consultation Meeting will be held 

Saturday, 20th June 2015 at 2.00 pm 
in the Memorial Hall, Darlington Road, West Auckland 

to obtain your views on: LOCALISM & NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING

What is Localism?

What is a 
Neighbourhood Plan?
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West Fest

Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Jack Bell          834839
Hazel Charlton (C)       832464 
Ed Farrer          832810 
John Ferguson         832019
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
George Smith        388381
Neil Thomas        832267

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

                                          ‘What this village needs is.........’  
How often have we all said this?  Well now there is no excuse!  If you have ideas for improving the village, the Neighbourhood Plan is 
the place to put them forward.
As explained above the Plan is required to follow a set of steps to achieve its goals.  Those steps must all be transparent and clear, 
and any final proposals will need the approval of the village in a referendum.  But what could the Plan say?  What could be achieved?
The answer to that lies with YOU, not the Parish Council.  First you have to ask yourself some questions.  What is good about the 
village, what is bad about the village and what opportunities are there for improvements?   Get a piece of paper and make two lists.
First, the good.  As a West Auckland resident is it good living here?  Did I make the right choice buying or renting a house here?  If 
you have lived here all your life, why do I stay?   If the answer is ‘YES, West is good’, then what makes it good? What things do we 
need to protect in the village to maintain the quality of life you enjoy.  Now the bad.  If the 
answer is ‘NO, I don’t like West’, then why is your quality of life suffering?  What needs to be 
improved?  Now what about the opportunities?  Now you have some thoughts about good 
and bad. How do we change things?  This village is full of opportunities for change.  There are 
empty buildings and underused land that could be put to better use to provide the very things 
you think are lacking in the village.  We have unused sports fields, empty pubs, a large and 
historic mill that could be a real asset in the village, but what should go in these buildings?  
We have schools with good sports facilities – can they be shared with the village?  We have 
open land, once allocated for housing, but now unused.  What could we do with it?  What 
could be built on it? 
Think wide and think big, if it helps solve the problems the village has.  
Remember this is YOUR PLAN...and it’s starting soon!   
Please come along to the initial Public Consultation Meeting on Saturday, 20th June 2015 
between 2.00 pm and 4.00 pm in the Memorial Hall, Darlington Road, West Auckland where 
more detailed information and displays will be available as well as the opportunity to have 
your say about what this village needs.  Refreshments will be provided and there will be a 
prize drawn from all ideas submitted.

Chairman of West Auckland Community Partnership, Greg Robinson is 
working hard along with a team of volunteers to reinstate West Auckland 
Carnival this summer.
Greg says “I want to give the village an event to look forward to every year 
and be proud of.” West Fest, A Grand Village Gala Day is planned for 25th 
July on West Auckland Village Green and is set to be a fun, family friendly 
day for all. Amongst the attractions will be a walking parade, vintage market, 
vintage fairground, junior football tournament, table tennis and graffiti art. 
In addition to the traditional village carnival is West Fest Live, a ticketed 
music event held in the grounds of West Auckland Football Club. “We have 
2 stages of live music planned with the line-up, including a signed headliner 
to be announced soon” explains Greg, “We even have a Frozen Sing Along 
for the younger crowd!” The football club will also house a street food court 
and licensed bar.
Greg continued, “The idea behind the ticketed music event is to allow the 
whole day to be self funding going forward, ensuring West Fest will be an 
annual event we can build on year on year.”
To further aid funding, various fundraising events including a Bullseye 
Quiz Night, Summer Pantomime and Family Night to choose the Carnival 
Queen and Attendants will be held over the coming months, details to be 
announced soon.
West Fest Live tickets are available now at www.westfest.co.uk   for £6 or 
£8 on the door. All tickets include free entry for 2 children (under 12). For 
further information visit www.westfestlive.com.

SATURDAY 25TH JULY 2015

A GRAND VILLAGE GALA DAY
WEST AUCKLAND VILLAGE GREEN

Including
Walking Parade | Vintage Fairground | Vintage Market Junior Football Tournament | Companion Dog Show | Table Tennis | Graffiti Art with further attractions to be announced soon

AT WEST AUCKLAND FOOTBALL CLUB
Featuring

Frozen Sing Along | Licensed Bar | Street Food Court2 Stages of Live Music - Signed Headliner to be announced! 

Check out the website for further details www.westfestlive.com

West Fest Live Tickets only 
£6 advanced / £8 entry on the doorAll tickets include free entry for 2 children (under 12)

COMING SOON...

PLUS WEST FEST LIVE

WestFestFamilyFunDay             @westfest2015

Neighbourhood Plan Continued...

Date for your diary - Marie Curie at the Manor House, West Auckland. Blooming Great Tea Party, 
Sunday 7th June 2015 from 11am till 4pm - cakes, tombola, bottle stall. Please come and support this worthwhile cause!
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