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In yet another effort to continually improve the village for residents, 
West Auckland Parish Council has worked in partnership with 
Durham County Council to upgrade a well used and prominent 
section of Front Street which was in a state of disrepair. Prior 
to the works, the road was a mixture of tarmac reinstatements, 
compacted stone and generally in a poor condition. There was 
also no highway drainage.
The  scheme, at a cost of approx. £100k,  has brought the highway 
up to standard and it will be added to the adopted records for 
future maintenance.
Cllr. Yorke said “ We are delighted that we have been able to 
work in partnership with West Auckland Parish Council. West 
Auckland has received significant County Council funding for 
various schemes over the past few years and it’s refreshing to be 
able to continue the good work done to date”.

Newly upgraded road

Village green success at last!
After an eight year campaign by the parish council, 
on Friday 21 March, the County Council’s Highways 
Committee finally approved, by a unanimous 10-0 
vote, to register the Fleece and Nursery land as a 
village green.   The work of the parish council has 
been tireless over this period and a real team effort, 
hugely helped by the support we received from Cllr 
Rob Yorke. 
This has been a long struggle to ensure the rights of 
local residents were respected, to enjoy again the 
simple pleasures of a piece of green open space 
outside their houses, where they can sit, their 
children play and community life can again thrive.  
Once legal formalities have been concluded, 
we hope to work swiftly with the County Council, 
to restore just a pedestrian link between the two 
green areas, as it used to be. With through traffic 
removed from The Nursery, the area can return to 
being a quiet cul-de-sac.  There will be significant 
landscaping works to do there to remove vehicle 
tracks and lost grass, and we hope that in part 
this might be a community event to achieve the 
restored grassland by midsummer.  In the autumn 
we may be able to add some new tree planting on the 
Fleece land too.  
The parish council is keen to work with all local residents, including those who opposed our plans, to bring some peace and harmony 
to an area that has suffered badly since 2006.  We hope that all parties can put the past behind them and work together to ensure the 
Fleece and Nursery village green is once again an attractive and well used community open space in the heart of our village.  

An indicative plan only of the possible landscaping for the new village green.  
The final scheme will need to be agreed with local residents.  It suggests just 
restoring the grassland, possibly edged with some trees and wild flower margins 
on the Fleece land. A simple greening to allow maximum community use. 
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Road to Wembley Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Jack Bell          834839
Hazel Charlton (C)       832464 
Ed Farrer          832810 
John Ferguson         832019
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
George Smith        388381
Neil Thomas        832267

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood PlanGreen fingers on Darlington Road
There have been allotments on Darlington Road for at least 100 year; at the present time there 
are 33 plots of about 300 square yards each.  Over the past couple of years there has been a 
waiting list of 6-12 people.  Recently, as some of the older tenants are finding it difficult to manage 
a full garden, plots have been halved to make it easier for them; this has also proved popular 
with some people on the waiting lists, thus reducing waiting times.  The demand for allotments 
has dramatically increased over the last few years both locally and nationally; is has been 
estimated that half a million people are on waiting lists throughout the country.  More and more 
people want to want to reap the health and financial benefits of ‘grow your own’.  The allotment 
holders pay a small annual rent to the Parish Council and are members of the National Society 
of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners from whom they can purchase discounted fruit, vegetable 
seeds and gardening accessories.  Nearly all the allotment holders have greenhouses and/or 
poly-tunnels and grow a wide variety of fruit, vegetables and flowers.  There are 5 pigeon lofts 
and some tenants keep hens.  The pigeon fanciers are members of West Auckland Homing 

Pigeon Society and as such regularly race 
their birds from various places in England 
and France.
In addition to the cultivation of plots there 
is a degree of social activity going on at the 
allotments including catching up on local 
news or putting the world to rights over a 
cup of tea or coffee around the pot- bellied 
stove – weather permitting…!
A Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are 
elected as part of the committee to ensure 
that the all allotments are cultivated to 
a reasonable standard and that tenants 
comply with the rules; although it is rare 
that anything serious occurs.  Anyone 
wishing to know more about the allotments 
or be included for a lengthy wait on the 
current 7 long waiting list please contact 
Alan Holmes, Secretary on 01388 833703.

A formal application has been submitted 
by the Parish Council to produce a 
Neighbourhood Plan. This would 
allow the Parish Council to have more 
influence on planning decisions effecting 
West Auckland.  Please contact any 
Parish Councillor if you are interested 
in becoming part of the working group.

Post box fire

Recently your Parish Council has received complaints from residents re cold calling in the village. 
Particular sales persons asking residents to support charities by giving so much a month. On 
behalf of Neighbourhood watch please do not give your bank details to anyone especially a 
stranger at your door. If YOU  deciede to help a charity I am sure you can find a safe way that you 
are entirely comfortable with. Do not do it on your door step.

Vandals set fire to the Copeland Road 
post box on Saturday, 15th March 2014 
around tea-time.  The Fire Brigade 
provided their usual first-rate service 
by responding within minutes of being 
called by a passer-by.  Anyone who 
posted letters in that box after the 
lunchtime collection on that day are 
advised to contact the Post Office to 
enquire about any contents retrieved 
from the fire.  In addition 
to being potentially 
very harmful damage, 
this is a complete waste 
of fire service resources 
due to inconsiderate, 
mindless vandalism.  
Anyone noting any 
similar incidents, 
please telephone 
the Police on 101. 

Cold callers

West Auckland Town have yet again secured their place in the FA 
Carlsberg Vase Final with a 2-1 victory over St Andrews in the semi-
final second leg. They will now face Hampshire side, Sholing at 
Wembley on 10th May to battle it out for cup glory.
Here’s hoping it will be third time lucky for our boys against who have 
been defeated twice previously in the final. 
Tickets for the Final cost £15 for adults and £5 for children/
concessions and can be bought at http://ticketing.thefa.com , calling 
the hotline on 0844 980 0656 or through West Auckland Town. 
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