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We are mostly all animal lovers and the majority of pet owners are responsible; taking good care 
of pets whilst ensuring they are not causing problems for others.  However, a minority of pet 
owners are causing a growing problem with dog fouling not being cleaned up.  Animal fouling is 
not only an eyesore but is hazardous to health.  Following concerns raised by residents about the 
increasing amount the dog faeces going unchecked by irresponsible owners in the village, the 
Parish Council are running a campaign with the support of Durham County Council to address the 
problem. The Parish Council cannot deal with this alone; they need your help. 

If you see someone failing to clean up their dog's mess, let the council know by giving as much 
information as possible, such as: 

 date and time  
 location  
 description of the dog  
 dog owner and if possible address   

This information will enable Neighbourhood Wardens to make enquiries and take the necessary 
action against the offender. All reports are dealt with in confidence. 

If a pavement or verge is badly fouled, the council arrange for the mess to be cleaned up and/or 
arrange for an officer to patrol the area in an effort to catch the offenders. 

You can report dog fouling online at: 

www.durham.gov.uk/Pages/Dogfouling.aspx     

or by telephone at 03000 261000 

As part of the clean-up after your pet campaign an event will be held at Monteith Parish Room on 
Friday, 12th April  from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm where dogs can be micro chipped free of charge.    
 
The Parish Council will provide ‘clean up’ bags for anyone requiring them free of charge.  They will 
be available at the clean-up event and can be obtained via Parish Councillors or Clerk. 
 
 
  
 

http://www.durham.gov.uk/Pages/Dogfouling.aspx
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In May this year the parish council, established in 2004, ends its current 4 year term and its 
membership is again up for re-election.  In previous years when election time comes round, the list 
of candidates for re-election has never exceeded the required twelve places and so no election 
has taken place.  
 
While West Auckland Parish Council is proud of its record and all it has achieved since 2004 - and 
the lack of an election in previous years could be taken as an endorsement by the village of its 
work – we do feel that the continued reappointment of councillors without an election is not a 
healthy situation in a democratic country.  
 
For an election to take place it requires at least thirteen candidates for parish councillors to come 
forward.  We hope that within the whole village community there will be people who would wish to 
join us in our work.  It requires a commitment of at least two evenings a month and active 
participation between meetings in a number of projects that the Council has initiated, using its 
annual precept of £16,000.  The Council particularly welcomes members who can bring new skills 
and experience to work for the benefit of the community. The work is voluntary and unpaid. 
 
If you would like to stand as a candidate, please let our parish clerk, Sharon Wootton know by the 
end of March 2013. 

 

  
 

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. John Franks who 

live in Haweswater Grove and celebrated their 

Blue Sapphire Wedding anniversary in December 

2012. (65 years of happy marriage.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Did you spot the deliberate mistake in the Winter 

West Life? The lady who celebrated her 100th 

birthday was Jenny Longstaff Bailes and not 

Jenny Longstaff. Our apologies to Jenny, her 

family and friends.  
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The removal of the village’s mobile library by 
Durham County Council is a sad loss that the 
Parish Council strenuously opposed.  But 
faced with the huge cuts the County Council 
has had to make, and the greater need of 
more remote rural settlements, it was always 
likely that West Auckland’s mobile library 
would be under threat.  It is also true that the 
library would only be a loss to those who use 
it, and although there was a faithful few who 
regularly relied on it, it was not extensively 
used by the village community. As they say 
‘Use it, or lose it.’ 
 
The village is now without a library for the first 
time in its recent history. (The old library 
building, once a butcher’s shop, was until 
recently The Village Centre on the green).  To 
compensate for this loss the Parish Council 
has dedicated an office in the Parish Rooms 
at Monteith Close to serve as a library.  In 
reality this will simply be a free book 
exchange, where villagers can come and 
borrow a book and return it when they have 
read it. They can also donate books. It is not 
envisaged that there will be any formal 
ticketing or specific loan period, rather the 
system will rely on trust. 
 
The library will need to be manned and 
developed to enlarge its stock.  If you would 
like to help with this new community venture, 
please do come forward and lend a hand.  
Perhaps you have specialist knowledge of 
working in libraries?  The Parish Council is 
keen that a simple book exchange can grow 
and provide whatever library services the 
village needs.  Perhaps publically accessible 
computers can be added to our resources, if 
there is a clear need. Will you help us 
achieve this?  Can you give a few hours a 
week to man the library?  Do you have ideas 
for how it could grow?  If so please let us 
know.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In a novel and very beneficial initiative, 
Justine.Wilson@neas.nhs.uk is looking to 
provide communities with facilities to revive 
heart-attack victims with defibrillators located 
centrally in each village community. Often the 
time before the arrival of an ambulance or 
doctor can be critical in saving a person’s life, 
especially when the heart has stopped.  If 
there were defibrillators in every community, 
and people trained how to use them, many 
lives could be saved.   The parish council will 
bid for a defibrillator for the village, to be 
located in a prominent central area of West 
Auckland.  But it is also important that there 
are trained people in the village able to use it.  
If you would be interested in training for this 
voluntary job, please ring Justine on 07703 

495171for further information. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Grit bins provided by the Parish Council have 
been well received in most parts of the village 
and have proved useful in the bad weather 
already.  However, in one area, the bins had 
to be removed due to being emptied 
immediately and tipped upside down.   If you 
see anyone mis-using any grit bins would you 
kindly inform the police as they were 
expensive and are appreciated by most 
people. 
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Clandestine Cake Clubs were set up by, Lynn 
Hill in the summer of 2010. It had nothing to 
do with a resurgence in baking, neither was it 
because of any popularity in baking 
programs, it was purely a need in getting 
more people together over Tea and Cake, 
without having to do all the baking myself. 
The people can do the baking and they can 
invite a guest. It was that simple, the club's 
mission statement – Bake, Eat and Talk 
about Cake.  It's suitable for all ages and 
abilities for those new to cake baking or 
people who have been cooking for years.  I 
am a retired patisserie chef but still enjoy 
baking cakes for friends and family as well as 
learning new techniques from others.   There 
is no judging or competition at cake club- just 
the enjoyment of sharing cake together.   
Durham Dales Clandestine Cake Club is  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
always looking for new members so if you are 
new to baking or would just like to bake a 
cake and meet a new group of people once a  
month we'd love to see you. There is no 
joining fee and you can commit to as many 
(or as few events) as you like. All events are 
within 20 miles of Bishop Auckland and when 
the event is posted public transport links are 
given too to ensure it’s accessible for all.  To 
find out more details and to ensure you stay 
up to date on the next clandestine cake club, 
all you need to do is go to 
www.clandestinecakeclub.co.uk and register, 
(its free) then join the Durham Dales Club. 
Please ring Charlie Scott on 07528 
297565/0191 3921834 for further information. 

 

  

 

 

 
 Big Spring Clean is running from 

18
th

 March to 12
th

 May 2013.  If you want to help 

Clean up your area please let us know.  Litter pick 

tools are available free of charge for your use. 

 

Please contact one of the Parish Councillors if you have any 
concerns of suggestions about any issue within the village. 

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers 
Jack Bell     834839 
Hazel Charlton (C)     832464 
Ed Farrer      832810 
John Ferguson       832019 
Colin Mairs (VC)     833616      
Valerie Raine   833534 
Lynn Rielly        833032       
Martin Roberts   833214 
Andy Turner   606021 
Billy Robinson    833663 
Vacancies – please apply if interested 
 
The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 01388 834360 can also be 
contacted on email: sharon.home@btinternet.com 
 
 

 
 


