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Aren’t they a football 

team to be proud of.   

“Howay the lads....” 
 

West Auckland has been renowned for its 
link with football accomplishments over 
the years and aren’t we pleased to see 
what the team have recently achieved.  
The Parish Council and all the people of 
the village would like to wish West 
Auckland football team and all backroom 
staff the best of luck when they travel to 
Wembley in the Football Association Vase 
final. 
 
Well done lads 
this is quite an 
achievement. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The team pictured above brought home the Sir Thomas Lipton Cup in 1909. 
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It is with regret that the Parish Council accepts the resignation or Cllr Keith Tweddle 
who has served on the Parish Council for a number of years.  Cllr Tweddle’s 
knowledge and expertise has been a great asset and he will be a great miss.  A huge 
thank you goes to Keith on behalf of everyone in the village for his service and 
commitment in this voluntary post.   
 
If anyone is interested in being co-opted to replace Keith as a member of the Parish Council until formal 
election is due, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Council for details.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Parish Council are considering the options 
for providing a local bus service through the 
estates to assist those without transport.  Could 
you kindly let us have your views on this and 
any suggestions you may have for beneficial 
drop-off points; contact details overleaf. 

 BIG LOCAL 
Big Local Opportunity for 

South West Bishop Auckland 
 

Want your say on how to spend £1 
million of  

Big Local money? 
Want to be part of the  newly formed 

Steering Group? 
 

 If you want to attend future meetings or 
just want more information 
 you can contact Erika on 

 0795 5752 748 

 
This is still a big issue in the village with 
numerous complaints coming in every week.  
The police and street wardens are now setting 
up extra patrols to enforce dog owners to clean 
up after their pet.   Anyone allowing their dogs 
and cats to foul on any public right of way, 
including greens, play areas or footpaths, will be 
liable to an instant fine unless any mess is 
appropriately disposed of in fouling/litter bins. 
 
If you are aware of anyone persisting in allowing 
their dogs to foul in public places and wish to 
stop this please contact the Street Warden via 
Durham County Council on 01388 765555.    

 
 
As a means of protecting the future of the 
Memorial Hall, the Parish Council are soon 
to become the Custodian Trustees.  This will 
ensure the premises always remains as a 
village asset.  The Memorial Hall Committee 
will continue with the day-to-day running.  

 
In the year commemorating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee it would seem a good time to reflect on the 
celebrations that were held in the village for the Queen’s Coronation in June 1953.  The memories have 
been taken from a Souvenir Programme priced at one shilling (5p).  Upwards of 30 officials and 
committees helped to organise and run the celebrations which took place over 7 days ending with a 
procession and sports on the final day.  To briefly résumé the events and activities for that week, on the 
Sunday, 31st May 1953 a procession of scouts, cubs, girl guides and other organisations assembled at St 
Helens Church and proceeded to West Auckland accompanied by the West Auckland and St Helens 
Silver Band.  Upon arriving at West Auckland a service of hymns and prayers, officiated by the local 
clergy, was held on the village green and was closed by the playing of the National Anthem.  The whole 
week was packed with daily events and over 80 contributors donated to the printing of a programme.  I’m 
sure you will agree that all the organisations and helpers showed real community spirit and made it a week 
to remember.    
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At this time of year, there’s no better place to 
be than in your own back garden. The flowers 
are blooming, the bees are buzzing and the 
newly born wildlife are filling the air with 
snuffles and, tweets and chirps.   
 
With so much going on, now is the perfect time 
to enjoy the sights and sounds and do your bit 
for nature by recording everything you see.  
Conservation charity the RSPB is asking 
everyone to take part in its Make Your Nature 
Count wildlife survey, which runs from June 2 
to June 10.  
 
Although similar to its more well-known Big 
Garden Birdwatch, this survey not only asks 
you to count birds but also other wildlife such 
as hedgehogs, squirrels and deer.  Taking part 
in the survey will help the RSPB to build an 
important snapshot of summer wildlife in our 
gardens and find out which species are thriving 
and which might need our help. 
 
Last year, 80,000 people took part in the 
survey across the UK and this year the RSPB 
is hoping for even more.  In 2011, the survey 
revealed almost half of UK gardens had baby 
blackbirds and 33% had regular sightings of 
bats and frogs.  
 
Further information about the survey can be 
found at ww.rspb.org.uk/naturecount where an 
online survey form can be downloaded from 
June 2. Alternatively, a survey form can be 
also be ordered over the phone by calling  
0300 456 8330 until June 6. 

  

 
 
My wife and I came to live in West Auckland two 
years ago, having spent the previous six years living 
in Andalusia, Spain.  How a Londoner, (my wife) and 
a Scouser (myself) end up in the North East is a 
long story but suffice to say that we needed to come 
back to the UK to be a little nearer to all of the grand 
children who were suddenly being produced.  We 
considered several parts of the country but 
eventually decided on the North East. West 
Auckland got our vote because having made a 
couple of flying visits and researched it on the 
Internet, it just seemed like a nice place.  The village 
green is a real asset and there are also some nice 
buildings around the village green.  Also, the village 
has a bit of history about it, not least the local 
football team who, not only won the first world cup 
and are now in the process of making history again 
with a trip to Wembley in the offing. 
 
The surrounding area also takes some beating too 
when it comes to picturesque and even spectacular 
countryside.  The Dales and the North Pennines are 
a real gem; Hamsterley Forest is a particular 

favourite of ours at any time of the year.  Closer 
to home, we like to walk our dogs down by the 
River Gaunless, which has its own beauty.  In 
addition, the wildlife in the area is also worth a 
mention.  On our walks we have seen a 
plethora of wildlife from foxes to deer.  In our 
own back garden we have been visited by many 
species of birds too numerous to mention but 
including partridges, curlews and several visits 
from sparrow hawks.   
 
This isn’t to say that West Auckland is perfect 
though. There is a problem with litter on the 
village green, especially after the weekends.  
The village pubs seem to be having a problem 
staying in business but overall life seems to be 
pretty good in West Auckland 
 
However, without a doubt though, its biggest 
asset is the local people.  Everyone we have 
met, almost without exception, is friendly, 
helpful and always willing to pass the time of 
day.  Yes, life is pretty good in West Auckland 
and we are glad we chose to live here.  Those 
of you who have always lived here, perhaps 
don’t always appreciate what you’ve got, but 
isn’t that always the way? 

 
Cllr Lynne Rielly says “I was honoured on 
Saturday, 14

th
 April 2012 to be opening the Spring 

Fair at the Memorial Hall; it was a very enjoyable 
afternoon.  I met people I haven’t seen for a long 
time and had a good ‘natter’, whilst having tea and 
cakes.  The hall is a credit to those hard working 
people who run it.  It has fantastic facilities for our 
village.  The only thing missing on the day was 
more local people attending in support.  Those 
present raised £822.48 towards running costs for 
the hall.  A little bird told me that David Williamson 
has been Treasurer for 30 years in May’ well done 
Dave.  Again, on behalf of the village, thank you to 
all the members and committee who keep this 
precious village asset going so well.” 
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The West Auckland.St. Helen Auckland/Tindale Crescent  

P.A.C.T. meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month at 7.00 p.m.  
in the Café at Tesco.   

 
The P.A.C.T. meetings are held in the Tesco Café in an informal and friendly atmosphere and enable 
local residents to discuss with the police any issues they may have.  At each meeting the police also 
report back on what has happened in the area, i.e., number and type of crimes etc. and residents are 
able to comment on this. So if you have any issues about things like anti social behaviour; traffic 
problems, or anything else you think the police should know about why not come along and have 
your say.  You will be made very welcome. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact one of the Parish Councillors if you have 
any concerns of suggestions about any issue within the 
village. 

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers 
Jack Bell     834839 
Hazel Charlton (C)     832464 
Ed Farrer      832810 
Pauline Fenwick  602230           
John Ferguson      832019 
Colin Mairs (VC)    833616      
Valerie Raine   833534 
Lynn Rielly        833032       
Martin Roberts  833214 
Andy Turner   606021 
Billy Robinson   833663 
 
The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 01388 
834360 can also be contacted on email: 
sharon.home@btinternet.com 
 

Big Spring Clean – a village 

litter pick on Saturday, 5 May  
 

The Parish Council is repeating last year’s 
spring litter pick on Saturday 5 May, from 
10.00am to 12.00 noon. . We are keen 
that as many people as possible will come 
and join us to help tidy up the village.  
Come and meet at The Well on the village 
green, just east of the Post Office. The 
event is being organised in conjunction 
with the Durham County Council and 
Litterfree Durham ‘Big Spring Clean’ 
initiative. All equipment - bags, gloves, 
picking 'forks' - will be supplied by DCC. 
Please come along and give a little time to 
help make the village more attractive. 
Free refreshments for all volunteers! 
 

The litter on the village streets is getting 

worse and we have no-one to blame but 

ourselves. So much has, and is, being done 

to keep the village looking attractive, but 

unfortunately it is spoilt by the litter left 

lying around on the ground. There are 

plenty litter bins provided but they are not 

being used. Every week there are pizza 

boxes, betting slips and other papers and 

rubbish just being left where they fall. 

Please can we keep our village tidy and use 

the bins provided rather than the 

pavements. If you know of any particular 

place in the village which needs an extra 

litter bin, simply contact a member of the 

Parish Council or Sharon Wootton the 

Parish Clerk and the matter will be 

rectified. Thank you for your cooperation 

in this matter. 

AAP - People are priority 

Bishop Auckland and Shildon AAP have chosen 

their priorities for 2012/2013.  The AAP board 

has selected the priorities using feedback from 

forum members. Anyone living or working in the 

Bishop Auckland or Shildon area can apply to 

become a forum member and have a say on 

future priorities for the area.  These are: 

 Employment and Job Prospects  

 Community Safety  

 Public Transport 

Task and finish groups will be put in place in a 

bid to address the issues identified. To join a task 

group, become a forum member or for more 

information please get in touch with the team.  

The next AAP board meeting will take place on 

Thursday May 24 between 6.00pm and 8.00pm 

at The Wear Valley Christian Centre, Bishop 

Auckland. Anyone can attend but please contact 

a member of the team at least a week beforehand 

to raise any issues you would like discussed on 

the agenda.  

To contact the team on 01388 761569 

Emailbishopshildonaap@durham.gov.uk 

 

mailto:bishopshildonaap@durham.gov.uk

