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Indoor Street Party to celebrate the Queen’s 
90th birthday

It is with sadness that we report the untimely death of Mark Atkins, Director of Teesdale 
Architectural Stone at Barnard Castle, after a short illness.
It was Mark who first suggested that he wished to gift a large piece of stone for a seat to 
a worthy community and that he was happy for his trainee stonemason, Beatrice Searle, 
to work on the piece. West Auckland was invited to receive this gift and the Parish Council 
then entered into months of detailed discussion and design with Mark and Beatrice as the 
Miners Memorial Seat took shape. The seat now graces our village green near the Manor 
House.
In all our dealings with Mark he remained the same kind, gentle and considerate man who 
first offered this generous gift to our village. Our memories of him are strong and we will 
remain indebted to him. We have offered our sincere condolences to his family.

Defbrillator 
purchased for villageRIP Mark Atkins

World Cup history 
display

West Auckland Parish Council are organising an Indoor Street Party to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday.

The event will 
be held at the 
Memorial Hall on 
Sunday June 26th 
between 2.00 and 
5.00pm. Entry is 
free and there will 
be entertainment 
and refreshments. 
Transport can be 
made available for 
anybody in need 
by contacting the 
Parish Clerk.

Please come along 
and enjoy our 
community tribute 
to the Queen in 
recognition of this 
historic milestone 

A defibrillator has been purchased for 
use in the village. It is being kept at 
Devonshire House to make it more 
easily accessible and the Parish 
Council would like to thank the staff 
of Devonshire House for their co-
operation. Training will be arranged in 
the near future.

Now that the display about West 
Auckland’s World Cup history has 
been removed from the former Prince 
of Wales pub, it would be helpful to 
have a permanent information board 
near the statue. Until this can be 
designed and sited, the information 
will be incorporated in the nearby 
bus shelter. The statue reflects an 
important part of West Auckland’s 
history and has attracted interest from 
a number of visitors.

It has often been proposed and now 
progress is being made towards 
having Speed Matrix signs installed 
at all entrances to the village. We 
have all seen vehicles speeding in 
and around the village, quite often 
dangerously. These signs often prove 
to be effective. Hopefully they will 
deter speeding drivers and make the 
village safer.

Speed Matrix signs 
for West Auckland

Transport available on request for disabled 

telephone Sharon on 01388 834360 to arrange

Indoor street party to celebrate 

The Queen’s 90th birthday

 

West Auckland 
Memorial Hall 

2pm - 5pm 
Sunday 26th June

Entrance, refreshments and 
entertainment free of charge 

All local residents welcome
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Pathways

Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Hazel Charlton (C)       832464
Ed Farrer          832810
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          349697
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
Greg Robinson            07515269794
George Smith        388381
Neil Thomas        832267
Ruth Wright        834000

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

Many of you will have noticed that the Parish Council have upgraded the path leading from Chapel 
Street/Darlington Road to the Diamond Garage. These improvements should help access along the 
path, particularly for people going to and from Oakley Cross School. Also, Durham County Council 
responded quickly to our request for the paths near the Eden Garage and the factories on Darlington 
Road to be cleaned. There is more to do, including work on unadopted and unregistered pathways 
and this is an ongoing project. The Friends of Darlington and Stockton Railway envisage that in 
time, the walk from Stockton to Phoenix Row and Witton Park will be fully open for pedestrian/cycle 
access which could have an effect on the village in many ways.

Christmas Tree
A good number of people were able to enjoy singing traditional carols around the new tree just before Christmas. The weather was 
rather damp but a wide variety of soups on offer in the Well afterwards was most welcome.

It may seem odd to mention last Christmas in the Summer when we have actually 
enjoyed some warm weather at last. However, it is worth reminding you that the tree 
is a permanent one. It is obviously still quite small and therefore less effective in its 
early life but it will grow to a good height in time. It will also save money in the long run 
compared to the cost of buying and positioning a cut tree every year. Unfortunately the 
temporary fencing is rather unsightly but necessary to help protect the site and the tree 
from vandalism. Permanent railings are being planned and should be more attractive 
whilst still offering protection. 

Still on the subject of Christmas, the Parish Council are considering replacing the 
lights in the two large trees opposite the Manor House. These lights are very effective 
when it is fully dark but have been in place for many years and some of the bulbs no 
longer work whilst others are now hanging rather low. A new set of LED lights would 
be more economical but still produce a good effect.

I grew up in Tynemouth before going to study Music at Durham University. Originally a 
Methodist, while I was at university I was drawn into the life of the Church of England 
through singing in Chapel choirs. Originally I wanted to join the Army as a Musician, but 
soon felt a sense of vocation to the Sacred Priesthood. With that in mind, I decided to 

follow where God seemed to be leading me and, after 
graduation, I worked as a Pastoral Assistant for a 
year in Central London and then in Newcastle. I’ve 
just finished 3 years training for ordained ministry at 
St Stephen’s House, Oxford. While this has been 
a wonderful time, I’m very much looking forward to 
beginning my ministry at S Helen’s and serving the 
communities of West Auckland and S Helen Auckland.

Fr Alistair will be ordained Deacon in Durham 
Cathedral on the  3rd July. Fr Alistair will sing 
Evensong at 6.00pm in St Helen’s followed by a 
welcome supper in the parish centre. Everyone is 
welcome.

Introducing the new curate
–Fr. Alistair Hodkinson
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