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Residents are fighting back against crime and anti-social behaviour 
by working with police and the Parish Council to take a joint approach 
to resolving problems in isolated areas throughout the village.  
Senior police and members of the public met at a recent Parish 
Council meeting and agreed to work together in tackling problems 
with nuisance neighbours, illegal parking and speeding around the 
streets, suspected drug related offences and the dumping of litter in 
various locations.  Anyone who wishes to become involved in this 
initiative should either contact the Parish Council or attend a future 
PACT meeting (Police and Communities Together). 
Help us to protect your village by reporting any police issue on telephone 
number 101; this would support those residents already involved .  Anyone wishing to make an anonymous report 
can contact the Independent Crime Stopper  on 0800 555 111.  

Enough is Enough!!

The old West Auckland Colliery will be remembered shortly when a memorial stone seat is
placed on 
the village 
green near 
the Manor 
House 
(forward 
and slightly 
east of the 
existing 
seat, 
which it will 
replace).  
The project 
is being 
coordinated 
by the 
Praish 
Council but 
the offer of 
the stone, 
free of 

charge, came first from Teesdale Architectural Stone (TAS) of Barnard Castle.  One of their 
apprentice stone mason’s Beatrice Searle, was given time to sculpt the seat to her own design – 
a coal wagon.  Mark, from TAS, has also generously agreed to move the seat to West Auckland 
once the base is down.  That work will also be done free of charge by local building contractor, 
Steven Robinson, who is providing the stone paving too.  Other materials have been provided 
free by Atkinsons Building Supplies.  A granite plaque will record that over fifty miners died in 
the pit during its existence from its sinking in 1838 to closure in 1967.  The work is likely to begin 
on site in November.

Colliery Memorial Seat Local School To be 
Proud Of..  

At the end summer, Oakley Cross 
Primary School and Nursery Unit 
said goodbye to Headteacher, 
Mrs Hornsby and welcomed her 
replacement Mrs Brannan.  With 
thanks to Mrs Hornsby and her 
teaching team, the school was 
rated Good in all subjects in a 
recent OFSTED assessment; 
congratulations to everyone 
involved.  Mrs Brannan, a local girl 
who grew up in Bishop Auckland, 
pledges to continue the good 
work and states ‘”as a person, 
teacher and leader I do have very 
high standards and expectations.  
I want nothing but the best for the 
children at Oakley Cross.  I expect 
everyone in school to give their 
best effort, to set a good example 
and for learning at Oakley Cross 
to be enjoyable.  Children get 
only one chance at education; 
we have to make it count.  We 
have to help them reach their 
full potential and be successful 
in all they do”.  Let’s welcome 
Mrs Brannan and support her in 
making her objectives reality.
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Thank you! 

Bonkers for Conkers Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Jack Bell          834839
Hazel Charlton (C)       832464 
Ed Farrer          832810 
John Ferguson         832019
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
George Smith        388381
Neil Thomas        832267

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

Christmas TreeSwitch on to Winter Safety

We’ve all done it...thrown sticks into horse chestnut trees to get the first conkers.  Sadly this 
year, worse than most, some young lads in the village have been so keen to get to them 
they have climbed up into the branches. The result has been severe damage to two trees, 
with several broken branches. (Horse chestnuts are renowned for fairly ‘brittle’ branches 
easily broken so climbing them isn’t that clever).   The young tree next to The Crusty Loaf 
is now so damaged that it will have to be replaced, but this species 
is so vulnerable to attack from 
eager conker collectors that 
putting back a chestnut would be a 
waste of money.  Another species 
will be replanted.  The village 
once boasted many young horse 
chestnuts, now very few survive, 
after too much vandalism.  So our 
children’s children may never know 
the pleasure in a simple game of 
conkers. 

The village Christmas tree will be 
erected at the end of November. Last 
year vandals caused over £1000 of 
damage to newly purchased lights. If 
there is damage again this year then 
the Parish Council will consider the 
value of having a tree erected. This is 
provided by money from the precept, it 
is your money and the Parish Council 
will not squander it. If you see anyone 
damaging the tree or the lights, please 
inform a member of the Council as 
soon as possible. Thankyou.

Please be a responsible 
pet owner and 
clean up after 
your dog

If we don’t take pride in 
our village no one else will

A big thank you to local resident, Jill 
Wheeler, for her conscientious effort 
during the summer to keep the Pant 
area looking pristine by kindly weeding 
it herself.

Police and their partners across County Durham have launched a campaign to ensure people 
are switched on to home security over the winter months.
With the clocks having gone back this weekend they are urging people in communities across the 
County Durham to adopt simple tips to keep burglars at bay during the dark nights.
As part of the Winter Nights campaign - aimed at reducing the risk of burglaries and theft from 
vehicles - they want householders and landlords to ask themselves: “Are you switched on?”
Chief Superintendent Ivan Wood said: “Crime is continuing to fall across the force area and there 
have been 1,000 fewer victims of crime this year compared to last. Reducing the number of 
victims is at the heart of what we aim to do. However, we aren’t complacent and would encourage 
everyone to keep their property safe and secure so that the county remains one of the safest 
places in the country to live and work.”
He added: “Members of the public can help reduce their risk of becoming the victim of an 
opportunist burglar by being switched on to ways in which they can protect their homes over the 
winter months. 
“It’s more obvious that a home is unoccupied if it is in darkness, which is why we advise people 
to use timer switches on lights. Remember to have them set daily for early evening before you 
get home from work.
Property owners are advised to take measures to ensure their unoccupied premises are 
equally protected from both the winter weather and the risk of crime by making it less obvious to 
opportunist thieves that rental properties are vacant.”
Follow these tips to keep your home safe this winter:
• Ensure all doors and windows are locked before leaving your home. Almost a third of properties 
  are burgled due to an insecure door or window.
• Use timer switches on lights – purchased from well-known DIY outlets for as little as £1.99 
• Close your curtains when heading out for the evening.
• Ask a neighbour to open and close your curtains if you are going away on a winter break.
• If you have a house alarm, please use it!
Chief Supt Wood said: “Vehicles left unattended with valuables on display are also a magnet 
for criminals. In the run up to the festive season when traditionally people tend to be doing 
more shopping, they should ensure they remove items from their vehicles before leaving them 
unattended or lock them out of sight in the boot.” 
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