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Our local Girlguiding group is run from St. Helens Parish Centre on a 
Monday evening and is an excellent opportunity for all girls and young 
women, whatever their background and circumstances to make life-long 
friends and be take part in exciting activities. Rainbows runs from 5pm 
for girls aged five to seven where they follow a programme called the 
Rainbow Jigsaw, through which they can take part in lots of different 
activities with girls their own age. Following this group is Brownies at 6pm 
for girls aged seven to ten. Brownies become a member of a Six and 
follow a programme called the Brownie Adventure. Brownies opens up a 
world of exciting challenges and the opportunity to try new things and to 
make brilliant friends. For girls aged 10 to 14, Guides starts at 7.15pm. 
Here, girls are given the chance to explore their individual skills and abilities and try out new challenges as 
part of a team. Guides can get involved in anything from adventure sports to performing arts, travel and taking part in community action 
projects. If you like the sound of what Girlguiding can offer give Diane Farrer a call on 07776076459 for more information.

A girls world

What’s on at the Memorial Hall?

Our local Women’s 
Institute has only 
been running 18 
months and is 
already a lively 
group of almost 
60 members of all 
ages. They are a 
forward thinking 
bunch of ladies who 
enjoy a wide range 
of activities and 
outings together. In 
the past few months 
alone they have 
enjoyed a fantastic 
evening at Twin

Join the fastest growing WI in Durham

Byrne Farm the home of Barbara Shepherd for a wonderful supper and cookery 
demo, a summer garden party kindly hosted by Lynn Winns and a theatre trip to 
see Dreamboats and Petticoats which was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Plans for 
the future include, a pampering evening at Saks, a trip to York in early October 
and a Christmas meal with a great entertainer. 
The monthly meeting are a great opportunity to catch up with old and new friends 
whilst enjoying interesting speakers or workshops. The evening usually ends 
with a quiz, bingo or play your cards right. 
Guests are very welcome, so why not go along to the Manor Hotel at 7pm on the 
first Monday of the month and see for yourself before you join the fastest growing 
WI in Durham. A warm welcome awaits along with coffee and cake. 
The West Auckland WI also run a craft group at the Monteith Parish Rooms 
every Thursday evening at 7pm, members and non members welcome.

Cllr. George Smith has been co-opted into the 
West Auckland Parish Council leaving one vacancy 
remaining - please apply if interested.

If you don’t already take part in any of the groups  at 
the Memorial Hall why not take a look at what’s on 
below - hopefully something will catch your eye! 
Mondays: 10:00 to 12:00 - New Age Kurling, 13:00 to 
14:00 - Zumba & A Cuppa, 17:30 to 18:30 - Zumba 
Class, 19:00 to 21:00 - Carpet Bowls. Tuesdays: 
10:00 to 12:00 - New Age Bowling, Kurling and 
Shuffleboard For adults with learning difficulties, 
17:30 to 18:30 - Hip Hop & Street Dance (5 - 9 Year 
Olds), 18:00 to 20:00 - Weight Watchers, 18:30 to 
20:30 - Hip Hop & Street Dancing (10+ Year Olds).  
Wednesdays: 17:00 to 18:00 - After School Jujitsu 
and Self Defence, 18:30 to 19:30 - Zumba Class. 
Thursdays: 13:00 to 14:00 - Zumba Class, 17:30 
to 18:15 - Zumba Toning, 19:00 to 21:00 - Carpet 
Bowls, 19:00 to 20:00 (first Thursday of the month) 
- WAMCA Committee Meeting. Fridays: 10:00 to 
12:00 - Carpet Bowls Shuffleboard For adults with 
learning difficulties, 17:45 to 18:45 - Zumba Class, 
19:30 to 21:30 (third Friday of every month) - West 
Auckland Community Church. Sundays: 08:00 to 
12:30 - West Auckland Community Church, 19:30 to 
22:00 (every other Sunday) - Line Dance CD Nights.
Visit http://www.thevillagehalls.co.uk/west-auckland-
village-hall.asp for further details.

New parish councillor
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Giving Nature a Home

Please contact one of the Parish 
Councillors if you have any concerns 

of suggestions about any issue 
within the village.

Parish Councillor Contact Numbers:

Jack Bell          834839
Hazel Charlton (C)       832464 
Ed Farrer          832810 
John Ferguson         832019
Colin Mairs (VC)        833616
Valerie Raine          833534
Lynn Rielly          833032
Martin Roberts         833214
Andy Turner          606021
Billy Robinson          833663
George Smith        388381

Vacancies – please apply if interested

The Parish Clerk, Sharon Wootton 
can also be contacted on 834360 or 

sharon.home@btinternet.com

The RSPB needs your help to give nature a home. Earlier this year a group of 25 conservation 
and research organisations published The State of Nature report, which painted a picture of 
how well our wildlife was doing. Sadly, the news was not good with six out of 10 plants and 
animals in the UK having declined over the past five decades.  These include hedgehogs, 
garden butterflies, bees, sparrows and starlings.
But while the UK’s wildlife is not in the best of shape, the good news is we can all do our bit 
to help it thrive once again. As part of its Giving Nature a Home campaign, The RSPB has 
come up with a list of loads of different things you can do in your garden to help wildlife.
If you are feeling lazy, then why not give your mower a rest and leave an area of your lawn 
to grow wild. This will provide homes for lots of bugs and mini-beasts, which in turn are great 
food for birds. Making logs piles and growing flowering plants are also easy ways to attract 
insects like bees, while the more adventurous of you might want to dig a pond or build a 
home for swifts, house martins or bats. 

To find out more 
about how you can 
give nature a home 
visit www.rspb.org.
uk/homes  or call 
01484-868405 to 
request a free guide.

In an attempt to lower the impact on 
neighbours of West Auckland Football 
Club on match days the Parish Council 
have worked to secure additional 
parking facilities for supporters. Oakley 
Green will now be open for parking 1 
hour prior to a game and closed 1 hour 
after the final whistle. Signs will also be 
erected urging supporters not to park in 
the surrounding residential streets. 

Match day parking

Remembrance 
Service

3pm - The Pant
Sunday 10th November

Starts with a march from the 
Post Office at approx. 2.30pm 
Teas and coffees available at 
The Manor House afterwards.

A West Auckland Neighbourhood Plan?
Following on from the Parish Council’s much-praised Parish Plan, completed some years 
ago, the government has now introduced a new community planning process called the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  This Plan gives the local community even greater powers to determine 
its own future in planning terms, provided that its ideas and proposals sit comfortably within 
national and county planning policies.  
Along with other local councils, West Auckland Parish Council has been invited to submit an 
application to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan.  To help undertake the Plan the Parish Council 
may be able to obtain funds for professional support.  
Before doing so we need to ask the village community whether we actually need a Plan and 
if so, what topics it should address.  The Plan can be as comprehensive as the Parish Plan, 
looking at every aspect of life in the village, or it can look at particular themes such as transport, 
social issues, crime, environment, etc.  It can also look at specific areas of the village which 
are in some way problem areas – untidy sites, empty and derelict buildings, undeveloped 
development sites?
The Parish Council’s first thoughts are that if we do undertake a Neighbourhood Plan we should 
not repeat the Parish Plan process for the whole village.  We suspect that the issues that need 
resolving in the village are more specific and relate mainly to unused land and properties – 
unmaintained paths, open areas of land without known ownership, three closed and boarded-
up pubs, the long-empty Mill and the former East Green Residential Home.  A Neighbourhood 
Plan would address how they can be improved both temporarily and long term, through talking 
to land and property owners, considering development options and encouraging a smooth 
planning process through the preparation of development briefs and design guidance. 
Of course, there may be other issues we should address. Topics such as the village’s poor 
Broadband provision might need to be tackled.  Are there social issues we should address 
such as antisocial behaviour or vandalism?  Has the village’s past traffic problems now been 
solved by the bypass? What other problems are there in the village, that a Neighbourhood Plan 
might resolve.  
Please let us know your views!  Contact any parish councillor by phone or email, or contact us 
through the website. 
 

Village skate park

The Parish Council are hoping to 
secure funding for a skate park on New 
Street Play Area by Summer 2014 
with the support of Cllr. Rob Yorke and 
Cllr. Christine Wilson who have kindly 
supported the application and agreed 
to match fund the Parish Council’s 
contribution. Consultation with locals on 
design, etc. will commence in due course.

Due to a lack of interest, the Book Swap at Monteith Parish Room is now only available while other community groups are using the premises
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